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10, adds, " I replied that in such a proposition I could
see nothing but a somewhat extraordinary desire to
humiliate the Emperor, who did not like conditions
of that sort. At this, *M. de Metternich seemed
frightened at the mere idea that I could credit him
with a desire of that sort, and I must confess that I
have never heard him utter a word which was not
an expression of his respect and admiration for the
Emperor's person and genius, and, above all, never
one which had the slightest air of a threat."

The Count of Narbonne clearly discerned beneath
the formulas of official politeness the real plan of the
Cabinet of Vienna, and his only hope, though it was
but a vague one, was not the co-operation, but the
neutrality of .Austria. He wrote, April 14, 1813:
" The government, even if it were as well disposed
in our favor as my predecessor liked to hope, would
not put upon its shoulders the burthen of universal
blame by hoisting the French colors. But a complete,
absolute neutrality would, I think, prove an attrac-
tion ; at the present moment it would allay the
general agitation and satisfy the dignity of the gov-
ernment by giving it an air of resoluteness as well
as the spirit of expectation and fickleness which
reappears at every epoch. . , . There remains to
examine what should be the guaranty of such neu-
trality. That is a question which I am not called
upon to solve. Doubtless the surest would be the
success which awaits His Majesty's arms. I will only
add that if by force of circumstances ^hich it is im*